Houston County Commissioners Meeting

December 3, 2013
Perry, Georgia
The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 3, 2013 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners Walker, Thomson, McMichael and Robinson present. Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Chief Tax Appraiser James Moore, Assistant Chief Tax Appraiser Bob Braswell, Former Houston County Board of Commissioners Chairman Ned Sanders, Centerville Mayor John Harley, Jimmy Autry Senior Vice-President Flint Energies, Walton & Becky Wood and County Attorney Tom Hall.  Bibb County Board of Commissioners Chairman Samuel F. Hart, Sr., Commissioner Joe Allen, Commissioner Bert Bivins, Commissioner Gary Bechtel, Commissioner Lonzy Edwards, Chief Administrative Officer Steve Layson,  Director of Animal Welfare Sarah Tenon, Public Affairs Officer Kevin Barrere and Assistant to  Bibb County Board of Commissioners Chairman Janice Ross.
Commissioner Stalnaker led the audience in the Invocation.
Horace Holmes, retired Marine MSgt., led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his military career.  Mr. Holmes is a native of Perry who joined the Marines in July of 1957.  Mr. Holmes spent much of his career in fire control either repairing scopes on big guns or training others in the same craft.  He had many state-side postings during his career and spent two tours in Vietnam during the War.  During his second tour in Vietnam he served on a civic action team that initiated contact with Vietnamese civilians helping to establish schools, provide medical and dental among other services.  It was through his service on this team that Mr. Holmes developed an appreciation for the people of Vietnam.  Mr. Holmes spent 22 years in service and now makes his home in Warner Robins with his wife Theresa.  They have five children and eight grandchildren.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized former Chairman Ned Sanders and several department heads and staff visiting from Bibb County to help Houston County honor out-going Chairman of the Bibb County Board of Commissioners Samuel F. Hart, Sr.  He also recognized each of the four Bibb County Commissioners present, Joe Allen, Bert Bivins, Gary Bechtel, and Lonzy Edwards and presented each with a pen set as appreciation for their friendship and ongoing relationship with Houston County. 
Chairman Stalnaker then recognized Mr. Hart and read aloud a Proclamation of Appreciation in his honor.  He thanked Mr. Hart for his many years of service and presented him with several gifts from the citizens of Houston County.
Chairman Stalnaker again recognized Mr. Ned Sanders who expressed his appreciation of Mr. Hart’s many accomplishments while in office, including his contributions to eliminating base encroachment and the issue of clean air in Middle Georgia.

Chairman Stalnaker introduced Mr. Hart’s wife of 42 years, Faye.  Chairman Hart thanked the Commissioners for their support over the years and emphasized that we must continue to work together on the regional level.

Centerville Mayor John Harley spoke of Chairman Hart’s many contributions and thanked him for his service to the community.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of November 19, 2013.  
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Motion by Ms. Robinson second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Chairman Stalnaker to sign all documents necessary to accept $250,000 in equipment (3/4-ton pickup truck, an ATV, two (2) 32-foot flatbed trailers, ten mobile LED message boards and two traffic statistic computers) through FY2011 DHS Homeland Security Grant #EMW-2011-SS-00081-S01.  The State of Georgia will procure all equipment.

Chairman Stalnaker recognized Chief Williams who confirmed that the equipment purchased with the grant would be procured by the State of Georgia and would not require any match of funds by the County.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1755 submitted by Getsemani Ramos Hernandez and Maria Hernandez-Jaime.  The property is located at 114 Arthur Street, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 119, 5th Land District of Houston County, Lot 11, Block “C” of Bryant Subdivision, consisting of 0.28 acres.  Existing use is R-MH residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Roofing business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no customers to the home and allowing applicant to store a 6 x 16 foot enclosed trailer in the rear yard behind a privacy fence.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant will not store any materials at the home since he will be primarily doing new roofs not replacement roofs, and that he will not have any employees reporting for work at the home.
Mr. McMichael asked if the applicant owned the property.  Mr. Andrews replied yes.

Mr. Walker remarked that it was a small residential lot and asked what the trailer would be used for if not transporting materials to the job site.  Mr. Andrews replied that it would be for transporting his tools and equipment.  Mr. Walker also asked if there would be any signage.  Mr. Andrews replied that there would be none.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application     

#1755.  

Applicant was present but had nothing further to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1755. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1757 submitted by Edward and Sylvonia Dyson.  The property is located at 100 Wellston Circle, Warner Robins Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 81, 5th Land District of Houston County, Lot 20, Block “A”, Phase 2 of Wellston Woods Subdivision, consisting of 0.64 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a catering business with no change in zoning. Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to compliance with all Houston County Health Department regulations, no signage, and no customers to the home.
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Mr. Walker disclosed that although he lives close to the Dyson’s and has known them for many years he did not feel that he had any conflict voting on the application.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application    

# 1757.  

Applicant was present but had nothing further to add. 

There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Chairman Stalnaker made a blanket statement for the benefit of all applicants for Special Exceptions for home occupations that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses.  The Board of Commissioners does not enforce these covenants.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve Application #1757.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1758 submitted by Roger and Laura Varnadore.  The property is located at 303 Dillon’s Trail, Bonaire, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 88, 11th Land District of Houston County, Lot 4, Block “B”, Section 4, of Southfield Plantation Subdivision, consisting of 0.43 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Chauffeur Business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to compliance with any other government regulations, only one vehicle to be used for the business, no signage, no customers to the home, and the vehicle is to be stored in the garage.  Mr. Andrews noted that the applicant plans to use the vehicle for special events such as weddings, proms, etc. and also that he is aware of the State of Georgia licensing requirements.
Mr. Thomson inquired whether the applicant had a qualified mechanic to work on the Rolls Royce.  Applicant stated that he uses a mechanic in Savannah and that the car is currently there for maintenance. 
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application

#1758.  

Applicant presented pictures of the vehicle he intends to use in the business. 

There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve Application #1758.
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Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1759 submitted by Hilltop Baptist Church.  The property is located at 4140 US Hwy. 41 N., Byron, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 103, 5th Land District of Houston County, Parcel “A” as shown on a plat of survey for Hilltop Baptist Church, consisting of 0.92 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Church with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations.  Mr. Andrews described the proposed building as a 24’ x 66’ stick-built modular structure.  The church has submitted documentation from the property owner allowing location of the building on the property. 

Mr. Thomson asked if the proposed structure is a mobile home.  Mr. Andrews explained that it was not a mobile home but rather a factory-built modular construction.

Mr. McMichael asked whether the special exception, if granted, would be only for the church in case they ever relocated elsewhere and some other business moved in.  Mr. Andrews explained that the special exception was not transferrable to any other venture.

Mr. Walker asked if there had been a church on this property previously.  Mr. Andrews explained that there has been a group meeting there, and now they had progressed to the point of needing a building.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application 

# 1759.  

Applicant was present but had nothing further to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1759. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1760 submitted by Angela Rosseau.  The property is located at 101 Autumn Drive, Warner Robins Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 67, 5th Land District of Houston County, Lot 4, Block “B”, Section 2, Phase 1 of Quail Run West, consisting of 1.0 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Freelance Graphic Design business with no change in zoning. Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage and no customers to the home.  He also stated that the applicant has submitted the proper documentation from the property owner and that she had also submitted a supporting petition signed by her neighbors.  He explained that the applicant would computer generate images and subsequently transmit them to her clientele who would then take that product to a printing shop for production.
Mr. Walker asked for clarification on delivery of the product.  Mr. Andrews explained that the product would be transmitted to the client only by electronic means and that the client would then be responsible for taking that media to a print shop.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application    

# 1760.  
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Applicant was present but had nothing further to add. 

There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve Application #1760.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a supplemental professional services agreement with Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. of Macon in the amount of $20,815 for additional design services on the widening of Carl Vinson Parkway from North of Elberta Road to Dunbar Road (Phase III).  This will bring the original contract amount of $98,280 up to
$119,095.

Mr. McMichael asked if this was a SPLOST project.  Mr. Thomson responded that it was a 2006 SPLOST project.

Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar stated that construction could begin in late spring of 2014 with an approximate 18-month schedule and the Right-of-Way acquisition was currently ongoing.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried in unison to approve Tuesday, December 31, 2013 as a paid day off for Houston County employees in lieu of the traditional holiday gift certificates.  Shift workers scheduled to work that day will be given an additional day off at a later date with their department heads approval.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of the bills totaling $1,886,069.57.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  
Robbie Dunbar thanked the Board for the extra day off on New Year’s Eve on behalf of his employees.

Tim Andrews remarked that the extra day off for employees was a great morale booster and was much appreciated.

Chief Williams also thanked the Board for the extra day off.

Ned Sanders stated that this was the first Board meeting that he had attended since he left office and that he believed the Board was running even better than when he was Chairman.  He said it was an honor to serve the citizens of Houston County for 10-plus years.  Chairman Stalnaker thanked Mr. Sanders.

There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

Chairman Stalnaker asked if any Commissioners had any comments.  
Mr. McMichael stated that today was a ‘red-letter day’ in that we could recognize a man such as Sam Hart for his achievements.

Mr. Walker thanked Chairman Stalnaker for his efforts in recognizing Mr. Hart.
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Chairman Stalnaker mentioned that County Engineer Brian Jones was OK and already back at work this morning after being involved in a bad traffic accident yesterday in his County truck.  Mr. McMichael reminded everyone that this was an excellent reminder of seatbelt safety and the lives that they save.  
Chairman Stalnaker stated that we are fortunate to have many positive things happening in the County such as the recent Moody Road opening, the newly completed Houston County-Perry Airport entrance drive, and the beginnings of the Highway 96 widening project currently underway.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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